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JUMP START
A fun activity environment to encourage concentration, confidence, 

& to develop language, music & number skills for children aged 1 –5

NEW ~ WEEKLY SESSION STARTING 
THURSDAY 1ST  NOVEMBER 2007 

Martinstown Village Hall
9.30 a.m. for under 2s 10.30 a.m. for over 2s
Pay as you go - £2.50 per 45 minute session

(First session free on production of this advert.)

Just come along or contact Becky for more details
Telephone 01305 889250

E-mail address Becky@jumpstartdorset.co.uk
Website www.jumpstartdorset.co.uk
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THE BENEFICE
Priest in Charge
Revd. Rosemary Bassett
The Rectory
Martinstown.
Tel: 01305/ 889466

Please let Rosemary know of anyone sick or in hospital who 
would like a visit, or anyone housebound who would like to 
receive Holy Communion at home. 

FROM THE REGISTERS
Marriages
Friday 31st  Aug - Laura Vallis & Samuel Jeff - Steepleton
Saturday 1 st  Sept - Katrina Bowditch & Lee Trevett -   Martinstown
Saturday 8 th Sept – Charlie King & Emma Marsden -  Martinstown
Saturday 22nd Sept – Alison Stubbs & Duncan Waring -C/Valence

COMPTON VALENCE
CHURCH FLOWER & CLEANING ROTA

  22nd September - 6th October Mrs Pearce
  6th - 20th October   Mrs Mentern
  20th October - 3rd November Mrs Buckland
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Dear Friends

Many of our churches and our school will have recently held a Harvest 
Thanksgiving or will be doing so shortly. For most of us it is an expression 
of our gratitude to God for all the good things that he provides for our 
benefit. Many people have suffered through the effect of our recent 
weather not least our farmers. It is important, I think, that we support our 
local farmers markets and the various farm shops that are in our area.

One of the things that have come out of the talks, which we have had 
recently between the valley parishes is the need, not only to work more 
closely together, but to look at the format and timing of our services. For an 
experimental period of 6 months we are changing the pattern of our 
services on the 3rd Sunday of the month. For this trial period Martinstown 
will have a Parish Eucharist at 9.30am and Winterbourne Abbas a Come 
and Praise Service at 11am; this will start on the 21st October with a 
Harvest Come and Praise, do join us.

Over the past few months a lot of new people have moved into our villages, 
and we welcome you. I would draw your attention to some of the things 
mentioned under Church News. – Our Teddy Praise service for the under 
5’s; Bellringing; Choir & Music group ; not to mention our monthly Valley 
View Lunch Club which meets up at the Farm Shop – you are all welcome.

As you will see this year is the bi-annual Celebration of Wholeness & 
Healing in the Cathedral in October. We are also introducing a new 
Healing Service at Winterbourne Steepleton on Sunday 21st October at 
6pm. This is for anyone who would like to receive prayer for healing for 
themselves or for someone else. The following Sunday 28th October there 
will be a Taize service at Steepleton at 6pm. A meditative service for those 
who would like some space apart. I hope that through this variety of 
services you will all find some opportunity to meet with God.

Yours in Christ
Rosemary
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CHURCH NEWS

CELEBRATION OF WHOLENESS & HEALING

This will be in Salisbury Cathedral on Saturday 20th October  from 
10.am until 4.30pm. The day includes a Morning Eucharist at which the 
Bishop of Salisbury, the Rt Rev David Stancliffe will preside. There 
will be a choice of seminars on various aspects of the healing ministry. 
In the afternoon Dr Gareth Tuckwell will preach and at this service there 
will be the opportunity for prayer ministry and anointing. Application 
forms are available in the churches or from Rosemary.

TEDDY PRAISE
This is a monthly service for the under 5’s. With songs, a story and 
birthday time followed by coffee & cake. Open to all young families, 
parents & grandparents. Our next Teddy praise service is on 
Wednesday 3 rd October, come and join us.

BELLRINGING
We are always looking for more bellringers. If you would like to have a 
go at bellringing do please contact Trevor Bassett Tower Captain 
889466. We will welcome people of all ages but especially young people 
from about the age of 12yrs or 13yrs upward.

WANTED – SINGERS & MUSICIANS
We need more people of all ages to supplement the choir and music 
group. The choir meets on a Wednesday at 6.30pm. For more details 
contact Nigel 889910. If you play a musical instrument and would like to 
know more about the music group please contact Alison 889377 

Week of Accompanied Prayer – 7th – 14th October
- Do you find yourself wanting a deeper personal relationship with God?
- Do you sometimes find it difficult to pray?
- Would you like to find out more about different ways of praying?
- Do you ever find yourself wondering about the connection between 

faith and life?
Dorchester Deanery is offering a Week of Accompanied Prayer, which is 
open to everyone who would like to explore prayer further.
        /The idea ......
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CHURCH NEWS 

Week of Accompanied Prayer – 7th – 14th October (Continued)

The idea is to make a commitment to spend half-an-hour each day 
praying with a suggested text – at home or in a quiet place – and then at 
an agreed venue meet up with your Prayer Guide with whom you spend 
half an hour each day for a week. Each person has the opportunity to 
share and to reflect as much as they wish: and to take away the 
suggested text for the following day. We meet together as a group to 
worship at the start and at the conclusion of the Week. Forms are 
available in Martinstown Church.

FUTURE DATES
Please note that on Sunday 4th November there will be our biannual 
memorial service for departed loved ones at 3pm in Martinstown 
Church followed by tea.
On Sunday 11th November there will be a Festival Songs of Praise at 
6pm in Martinstown Church. Not only will this be Remembrance 
Sunday but also St Martin’s Patronal Festival. Please let Nigel know of 
any hymn requests.

HOME GROUP

We will be looking at “Miracles”.
Everyone is welcome to join us. 

Venue:- 5, Hardy Close Time:- Thursdays at 7.30 pm – 9 
pm

Dates:- October 4th and 18 th -  November 15 th and 29 th

Freudian slip?
At the funeral of a rich miser the congregation were amused to 
see a misprint in one of the hymns on the Service sheet:-
 “Bring my safe to Canaan’s side”
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 The Way Ahead 
October 2007

 Well - I managed to get my first issue to Monica in time for 
printing. If no  news is good news then I was staggered at the 
favourable reception to September’s magazine!! Actually, the first 
reaction I got was from my chiropractor’s receptionist* in Weymouth:-
“I see you’ve gone all modern with Valley & Valence using e-mails 
and so on!” “Well, yes actually - but not to be modern - more because 
I can’t type properly.”

 Since then, I’ve had “It’s just a Notice Board” and “Too many 
ads!” I will attempt to “leaven” the Notice board aspect with some 
“leavity” (?!) and articles of general interest offered by readers. 
However, while many of you make voluntary contributions to help pay 
for the magazine the extra income from ads allows a free copy for 
every Valley & Valence house regardless of faith.  At my last address 
the Parish Magazine only reached those church attendees who chose to 
pay for it - a tiny fraction of everyone in the area.

  Regarding layout, I will continue to split the ads between front 
and back with Rosemary’s Benefice news normally  starting on page 6. 
The balance of the ads will be at the back for those with any reading 
energy left after solving the Wordsearch.
 
 Many of you will have laughed at things said by children and I 
would welcome any favourite quotes for future issues. (I am waiting 
Nigel!). Equally, would you like to share a favourite (shortish) poem. 
   
 I look forward to hearing from you, Brian B.

  * A Winterbourne Steepleton native (sorry - resident)
VALLEY & VALENCE ~ NOVEMBER 2007 ISSUE

Please send all copy for the November 2007 issue to Brian 
Braidwood, Jinga Cottage, Grove Hill, Martinstown DT2 9JP (Tel 
01305 889895 or e-mail to braidwood@braidwood.org.uk) by 16th 
October at the very latest. The Parish Letterbox is NO LONGER used 
to collect copy.
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Winterborne St Martin Parish Council

GOOD NEWS

Thanks to good team work the village has won the 
Dorset Best Kept Village Competition 2007 for large villages. 
Although the competition has finished for this year please 
continue to keep the area tidy and free of litter to make the 
village the best kept all year round village.

STREAM CLEANING

Another reminder that it is the turn of Riparian Owners to 
clear their section of the South Winterbourne stream this year- 
The end of September or early October is a good time to carry 
out the work. This work is important and will ensure that the 
winter rain can be borne away and not cause flooding to 
property. A Riparian Owner is deemed to be an owner of 
property that has a boundary that fronts the stream.

UNWANTED TREE BRANCHES
. Residents of houses in Martinstown may bring their 
unwanted branches to the lay-by south of St Martins Field on 
Saturday 17th November 2007 from 10.00am until noon. They 
will then be shredded by an approved contractor. Shredded 
material can be reclaimed for mulching purposes. Diameter of
branches should not exceed 75mm (3").

DUSTBIN COLLECTION

Changes to the original dates for dustbin collection  at 
Christmas and the New Year period will be advertised in the 
shop and on the notice boards.

Stephen Slade
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  A poem to make you think
C:\Documents and Settings\Brian\My Documents\Paris...\Ethics for Everyone.jpg



13

WINTERBOURNE VALLEY CE VA FIRST SCHOOL

 Introduction  from Mrs Horne, Headteacher
Due to many requests from parents, the children and staff at 
Winterbourne Valley First School will once again be contributing to the 
Parish Magazine on a regular basis. I do hope you enjoy reading a little 
about the work of the school. I want to encourage the children to take 
ownership of this task and therefore I can assure you that all the 
contributions from the children will be their own work – word for word! 
If you would like more information about the school please visit our 
school website on www.winterbournevalley.dorset.sch.uk or telephone 
the school office on 889297.

Finally – a request for help! We are looking for someone local whom 
we can employ to open up the school in the morning before 7.45am as 
our new contract cleaner is unable to do so. If you think you may be able 
to help please contact Mrs Legg in our school office.

This month it is the turn of children in Year 3 and 4 to contribute to the 
Parish Magazine. Here is what they wanted you to know:

At our school we have a new pre-school and there are three teachers. 
Here are their names Kelly, Carolyn and Sharon. The Pre-school 
children have been having fun by playing on the timber trail and on 
the ride-ons. My name is Cerys and I am in year 3.
     Cerys Lee

I am in Year 3. After School Club is very interesting. We get to go on 
the field and on the bikes. We get to cook and play with the ‘market’ 
and draw pictures in the reception room. 
    Iona Jehu

I’m in Year 3. The things we do in After School Club are very 
interesting. We have a lot of fun and a lot of exercise .It doesn’t cost 
much!     
    Thomasine Pledger
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WINTERBOURNE VALLEY SCHOOL (Continued)

Swimming is really fun and at the end we get 2 minutes play because 
we try really hard at swimming. Our teacher is called Mrs Hewitt and 
she is really kind.      
   Millie and Melissa

 Be Surprised with Winterbourne Abbas Swimming Lessons!
I’m new here in Year 4 but I already have friends. I came from the 
Philippines and I was surprised that we had swimming lessons 
because we never had swimming lessons in the Philippines! I was 
flattened when my parents told me that Winterbourne Abbas had 
swimming lessons. Finally Friday came. I brought my costume and 
cap. We saw older pupils and a big swimming pool. Surprise, surprise! 
Happy was I when we went back to school.
   Basille Jannika L. Honuculada
To Mr Ramsey
Thank-you for doing the jobs around the school garden and thank-
you for mending the shed and cutting the bushes.
   From Megan and Catherine in Year 3

We have a new library in our school. There are information books and 
story books. We have books on Reptiles and Vikings and many other 
different books. 
   Daniel, Robert and Edmund

The main school building dates from 1896 and has been developed 
and modernised over the years. All the children enjoy using our 
exciting timber trail and the field is used for playing games. 
   Anna Elford and Harry Buttle
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WINTERBOURNE VALLEY SCHOOL (Continued)

We have some new Reception children. They are enjoying themselves. 
They have made lots of friends and they fit in very well. They like 
playing on the timber trail and are learning the rules very quickly. 
   Phoebe Unwin

Mr Ramsey

Thank-you for coming to our school to tidy our flowerbeds. 
   Cherry-Anne

Now for some more requests for help this time from the children!!

Tesco Sports Vouchers
At Winterbourne Valley School we are collecting Tesco Sports 
Vouchers. Please if you have any and have to get rid of them please 
send them to us at 
Winterbourne Valley CE VA First School
Winterbourne Abbas
Dorchester
DT2 9LW
We will be very thankful! 
    Christopher Clarke

World War II
We would like anybody to come in to school who was alive in World 
War II because Year 4 and Year3 are working on World War II. 
    From Andrew

Year 3 and 4 are learning about World War II and next week we are 
going on a trip. The old Year 4 went and wore gas masks and knitted 
jumpers and pretended to be evacuees. If you were alive when the war 
was on and can come and talk to us, our phone number is 889297. 
    Adam Kirby
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WINTERBOURNE VALLEY SCHOOL (Continued)

Please ask any family or friends if they know anything about World 
War II because we are learning a lot about World War II in year 3 
and 4 in history. Thank-you.
Yours Sincerely,
    Lewis Wortley Year 4

If you have any members of your family who were alive in the second 
World War please pay us a visit! 
    From Angus Gaukroger Year 3.
And finally……

If you wish to help with the health of the school and you would be 
happy with doing some work around the school then contact us on 
889297 or email us on office@winterbournevalley.dorset.sch.uk . 
Thank-you. By Olivia Loader in Year 4.

In conclusion  may I also remind parents in the Parish that 
Application Forms are now available for children to start school in 
September 2008. These forms need to be completed and returned to 
school by Friday 23 rd November 2007 at the latest. If you, or your 
neighbour, have a child who will start school next September but have 
not yet filled in a form please contact the school.

Editor’s Note
 Many thanks not only to the Headteacher, Rachel Horne, but 
also to all the children who contributed such interesting news. I am 
looking forward to more in the future.

PS Health Warning - children learning to spell should not read 
page 22!  
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St. Mary’s Church – Winterbourne Abbas

HARVEST INVITATION

Our Harvest Festival Service this year is on Sunday 21st October at 
11.00am which will be followed by ‘Brunch’.  Everyone is welcome 
at this service.
As usual we would welcome small gifts of produce and flowers (to be 
left in the church on the Saturday morning prior to the service).

However this year we are looking to focus on something a little 
different. Along with several of other local churches we are inviting you 
to take part in 
                      “Fill a Box for the Hungry”
Such parcels need to contain all and only the following:-
1 bag of sugar (1kg bag)
1 bag of plain flour (1.5kg)
1 multi-pack/variety of treatsize chocolate bars (av. 25bars/465g)
2 packets of long-grain rice (1kg each, not tinned)
2 packets of spaghetti (500g each, not tinned)
2 packets of pasta (500g each, not tinned)
2 tins of tomatoes (approx. 400g per tin)
2 tins of fruit (approx. 400g per tin)
3 packets of biscuits (Chocolate OK, approx. 250g each)
4 tins of tuna fish (approx. 185g per tin)
(All of the above with “Best before/Use by” dates are 2008 or later).

When filled these boxes are to be sent to needy families in Eastern Europe.

If you and/or a number of your neighbours would like to take part in 
this scheme empty boxes will shortly be available in the church. 
Further details and information are available from Joy (Parsons) – Tel 
889611
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Royal British Legion
(Abbotsbury & Portesham Branch)

 Now is the time to join the Royal British Legion as payment 
entitles you to membership for the 12 months beginning 1st October. 
Remember that both men and women are eligible to join without having 
served in the armed forces. 

 The next Branch Committee Meeting to consider applications will 
be at 7.30 p.m. on Thursday, 4th  October, 2007 (revised date), at 
Portesham Methodist Hall..

 By now our annual holiday to France is but a happy memory 
Nevertheless, future events include:

Monday 8th October at 7.30 pm. A shared meeting with the Women’s 
Section at Portesham Village Hall for a presentation by Stuart Morris on 
“Portland“.

Thursday, 1st November 7.30 pm - The Branch AGM. in Strangways 
Hall, Abbotsbury. Subjects for agenda to Branch Secretary ASAP. Free 
cheese and wine will be available afterwards.

Thursday, 8 th November at 3 pm A visit to the Land Registry at 
Chickerell using own cars. Bookings through me, and say if you want/
will offer, a lift.

Thursday 22nd November - Christmas Shopping trip to the new Exeter 
Centre. This event is open to non-members (booking fee 50p extra). The 
departure times on, 2007 are: Steepleton Pond 8.50 a.m., Kings Arms, 
Portesham 9 a.m. Fare not exceeding £10. 

Des Baker Branch Vice Chairman
01305 871413
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CHILDREN’S PAGE
WORDSEARCH
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VILLAGE HALL BOOKINGS
  The Booking Secretary is Tessa Clark
  and her telephone number is 01305-889493
  Please call between 9am and 8pm only

Artsreach presents

 

Not to be missed, book early!!!
Tickets from Ann Salmon on tel: 01305 889059

Martinstown Vi l lage Hal l

Fr iday 23 rd  November 2007 @ 7.30pm

Hij inx Theatre Company presents 
“The Long Way Home”

MARTINSTOWN VILLAGE HALL
News and events

ANN MATTHEWS– Telephone 889248

 BINGO
The dates for October are Friday 5th and Friday 19th

  Please come along and bring a friend

SHORT MAT BOWLING
 Every Wednesday evening 7.30 to 9.30pm Cost £1-50
each. Plus 20p for a cup of tea. We have the bowls. You bring 
your own warm socks!.
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************************************
“I know you believe you understand what you think I said, but I am 
not sure you realize that what you heard is not what I meant!”ANON

MAHEM IN DE CLASRUM

 We are in complete accord with Bernard Shaw's campaign for 
a simplified alphabet. But instead of immediate drastic legislation we 
advocate a modified plan.

In 2008 for example, we would urge the substitution of "s" for 
soft "C". Sertainly students in all sities of the land would be reseptive to 
this.

 
In 2009 the hard "C" would be replased by "K" sinse both letters 

are pronounsed identikally. Not only would this klarify the konfusion in 
the minds of spellers, but typewriters and linotypes kould al be built with 
one less letter and all the manpower and materials previously devoted 
to making "C"'s kould be used to raise the national standard of living.

In the subsequent blaze of publisity, it would be announsed that 
the troublesome "ph" would henseforth be written "F". This would make 
words like "fonograf" 20 persent shorter in print.

 “ Youth is without doubt a great calamity; and it 
seems to inspire the worst passions of those who no longer 
possess it!”
    Benjamin Disraeli

“OUT OF THE MOUTHS OF BABES AND SUCKLINGS!”
1.  “King Henry the eight fell in love lots of times and in the end
    they had to chop his head off because he was getting too fat”

     2.  “My mother said she won’t get married again - 
          it’s too much trouble”
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 Said the mouse to the elephant “Aren’t you big!”
 Said the elephant “Aren’t you small!”

 Said the mouse to the elephant “Yes, I know,
 I’ve not been well at all!”

WORDSEARCH SOLUTION
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THOUGHTS - SACRED & SECULAR

 Sherlock Holmes and Dr Watson were camping.
   
  Holmes:- “When you woke this morning and looked up at the stars
  what did you think?”
   Watson - “I thought how wonderful God  was to have created the
  universe. What did you think?”
   Holmes - “I thought - someone has stolen our ruddy tent!!”
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OCTOBER EVENTS AT THE CHESIL BEACH CENTRE
Summer is almost over, but there is still much to see and enjoy along 

Chesil Beach and around the Fleet.
Saturday 6th  October

10am-12noon. Come and help to clean up the Fleet shoreline and 
surrounding area of debris left by winds and tides.  For further 
information contact the Chesil Beach Centre. Details will be posted 
on our website, www.chesilbeach.org
Sunday 7th October
WALK ALONG THE WEST FLEET
This is a unique opportunity to explore a secluded area of the Fleet, 
which is usually closed to the public. The Warden, Don Moxom will 
lead the walk, leaving the Abbotsbury Swannery Car Park at 10am. 
(grid ref. SY846577).There will be a nominal charge of only £2.50 
for adults and £1.50 for children. Wellingtons advised.. 
Sunday 28th October
FOSSIL WALK AT FERRYBRIDGE
Fossils are the remains of animals and plants that lived in the distant 
past. Meet by the Oyster Farm (grid ref SY666763) at 11am. 
Wellingtons are advisable. The charge will be £3 for adults and £2 
for children.  
For further information on any of these events please ring the 
Chesil Beach Centre on 01305 760579       



26



27



28

THERAPIST AND QUALIFIED NUTRITIONIST
Holistic, Therapeutic and Remedial Massage

with Essential Oils
JENNIFER EDDISON,OSM, ITEC, DNN

Maiden Cottage, Weymouth Road
MARTINSTOWN DT2 9JJ

Tel 01305-889782 e-mail jennifereddison4@yahoo.co.uk

All local areas 9am – 5pm

DORCHESTER LETSYSTEM - BUSINESS MEMBERSHIP
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BOURNE VALLEY MOTOR REPAIRERS
Unit 9 Wanchard Lane

CHARMINSTER
DORCHESTER DT2 9RP

01305-268082  Mobile 07855-476055

SERVICES PROVIDED

Servicing/Cam Belts - Clutches/Head Gaskets
MOT Repair Work - MOTs arranged

Light Body Work - Fully insured

  NO JOB TOO SMALL
  Pop in or phone Paul for prompt, friendly service



31



32

Printed & published by The Winterbourne Valley PCC

CHURCH CALENDAR – OCTOBER 2007

Tuesday 2 nd 12.30 Valley View Lunch Club                         Farm Shop

Wednesday 3 rd  10.00am  Teddy Praise         Martinstown 
  
Friday 5 th    4.00pm  Holy Communion (BCP)       Steepleton Manor

Sunday 7th 18th after Trinity
 9.30 a.m. Parish Communion (CW)                                   W/Abbas
11.00am Sung Eucharist & Healing Ministry                Martinstown

Saturday 13th 2pm Marriage of Joanna Crofts & Lewis Coates 

Sunday 14th  19 th  after Trinity
  8.00am Holy Communion (BCP)         Martinstown
  9.30am Holy Communion (BCP) & Harvest          C/Valence
11.00am Family Eucharist (CW)           Steepleton
Thursday 18th 10.45am Holy Communion (BCP)        Park House

Saturday 20th  Cathedral Celebration of Wholeness & Healing 
   
Sunday 21st 20th after Trinity
  9.30am Parish Eucharist  (CW)                                  Martinstown
11.00am Harvest Come & Praise              W/Abbas
  6.00pm Healing  Service           Steepleton
  
Wednesday 24th  7.30pm Steepleton PCC meeting                The Rectory 
                  
Sunday 28th Last Sunday after Trinity
    9.30am Holy Communion (BCP)             Steepleton Manor
  11.00am Family Eucharist (CW)                       Martinstown 
  Address by Sue Wylie
    6.00pm Taize service                                                    Steepleton

Weekday Services – October 
Tuesday 8.30 am. - Morning Prayer                             Martinstown
Wednesday 8.30 am. – Holy  Communion                        Martinstown
Thursday 8.30 am. -  Morning Prayer              Winterbourne Abbas
Friday  8.30 a.m. - Morning Prayer                            Martinstown


